The structure of the title compound, C 18 H 18 N 4 OÁCH 2 Cl 2 , was solved using data collected from a multiple crystal (note high R factors). The crystal structure is dominated by two bifurcated attractive C-HÁ Á ÁN(cyano) interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see Kay et al. (2004) . For background, see Gainsford et al. (2007 Gainsford et al. ( , 2008a .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
We have previously reported on the synthesis of a number of high figure of merit chromophores for nonlinear optics (Kay et al., 2004) , and the X-ray crystallographic and structural properties of crucial dye precursors used (Gainsford et al., 2007 (Gainsford et al., , 2008a . A closely related compound 2-[3-Cyano-5,5-dimethyl-4-(6-pyrrolidin-1-yl-hexa -1,3,5-trienyl)-5H-furan-2-ylidene]-malononitrile will be reported shortly (Gainsford et al., 2008c) .
In the crystal structure, the molecules ( 
Refinement
Diffraction data was extracted from the major of multiple intersecting lattices using RLATT (Bruker, 2004) . The structure was solved by direct methods but refinement halted at R 0.20 for 3731 data with I>2σ(I). Inspection of data showed a large number with F o >>F c indicating coincidental contributions from the other contributing lattice(s). A total of 943 reflections which met the two criteria (1) I(obs)/I(calc) > 1.50 and (2) (I(obs)-I(calc)) > 2σ(I(obs)) were then excluded from the dataset.
The conventional R for these rejected data was 0.47. The ratio criteria (1) was varied down to values of 1.05: although the agreement factors converged at around a ratio of 1.2 (R 0.078, for 2252 I>2σ(I) data) no signifcant changes occurred in final su values or parameters compared with the larger dataset. On the basis that another analysis of the data would be possible if the larger dataset was presented, the refinement was continued with the (ratio 1.5) 4280 independent remaining data within the limit of 29° theta. All methyl and tertiary H atoms were refined with U iso 1.5 & 1.2 times respectively that of the U eq of their parent atom.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the asymmetic unit (Farrugia, 1997); displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Experimental. There were 36108 reflections measured in the data collection (43242 of which 7061 were rejected to 2theta 58 degrees & 73 were systematic absence violations) 
